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But the foreign guests of honour who travel through the
Soviet State are always telling us how well off the Mahom-
medans are. For example, a party of foreign Communists,
headed by the Frenchman Cachin, which visited Central Asia
some years ago expressed themselves to this effect. The account
given by these Communists was attacked by no other than
Pierre Renaudel, who gave this severe verdict: "The agrarian
revolution is nothing but a camouflage for a regime of exploita-
tion." This he based on quotations from the Soviet press and
the books of the Soviet Russian authors, Ryskulov and Sorokin.1
With regard to the position of the Jews in the Soviet Union,
there is this to be said. That the leadership and administration
of the Soviet State—in trade and industry, in diplomacy, in
the press, etc.—is to-day to a considerable extent in the hands
of Jews, is a fact which none can deny. Indeed, it can fairly be
said that non-national Jewry has played and plays a very large
part indeed in the shaping of the Soviet Russian regime; this
applies not only to the Soviet Government, but, further, to the
activities of the Komintern. But it is just these Jewish circles
which play a dominant part in the Soviet State which—com-
prehensibly—see in those Jews who, unlike them, cling to their
nationality, religion and customs, an element which must be
destroyed. That is why the Soviet regime is to-day attacking the
believing Jews in the Ukraine, White Russia, etc., who are for
the most part settled in large communities. I quoted earlier in
this book Harry Lang's description of the hard lot of these Jews.
I would only like to point out here that even the sorcalled
'^Yiddish Institutes" at Kiev, Minsk and elsewhere are simply
intended to have a disintegrating effect on the surrounding
communities. The function of the Yiddish Institute at Kiev
cent of the total surface had been completed. The issue of May 30 also
reported passive resistance on the part of the peasants and mentions col^
lective farms where the fields had been so inefficiently planted that half of •
the total area had to be resown.
1 See Renaudel's preface to Mustapha Tchokai's pamphlet Chez les
Soviets en Asie Centrcde.

